Text for the locator maps story

The text provided in this lesson is based on the Dene Kʼéh Kusān story by the Dena Kayeh Institute.
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Locator map exercise: Dene Kʼéh Kusān
Indigenous knowledge and science-based justification for the protection of Dene Kʼéh Kusān as an Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area. 
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In our language we say Dene Kʼéh Kusān, which means Always Will Be There. To ensure our people and ancestral lands will thrive today and into the future, we’ve built a plan for protecting this vital piece of our Ancestral Territory in northern BC.
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Dena Kēyeh 
Dena Kēyeh are 240,000 square kilometres (sqkm) of landscape which countless generations of Kaska have called home. Kaska homelands in British Columbia are outlined white and the homelands in southeast Yukon and the southwestern corner of the Northwest Territories are outlined in grey.

Get the most out of your experience, check out the legend in the bottom left corner of the map, find out your location in relation to the ancestral territory by using the buttons in the lower right of the map, or use the arrows in the top right corner to view the map full screen.
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Kaska Dena of British Columbia 
The Kaska Dena Ancestral Territory in British Columbia is vast, and there is a great deal of variation in the landscape. There are barren mountain summits, glaciers, plains, plateaus, thin and thick forests, wetlands, lakes, and rivers and streams, all unevenly distributed over 100,000 sqkm of northern British Columbia.
Get the most out of your experience, click on the icons on the map to see photos of some of the diverse landscape features within the Kaska Dena Ancestral Territory.
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Dene K’éh Kusān 
Dene K’éh Kusān in the Kaska language means “Always Will be There”. Measuring approximately 40,000 sqkm (~4,000,000 ha) in the core of the Kaska Ancestral Territory in British Columbia, it is situated wholly within the Makenzie River Basin and includes portions of 5 ecoregions, 13 ecosections, 10 major watersheds, 4 biogeoclimatic zones, and provides connectivity to 14 provincial protected areas.

