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The WWF Risk Filter Suite (WWF RFS) is a free, online suite of tools and resources for private sector 

actors to assess, understand, and act on nature-related risks. It translates complex environmental 

data into actionable insights for business. The WWF Water Risk Filter (WWF WRF) and WWF 

Biodiversity Risk Filter (WWF BRF) incorporate more than 80 global scientific datasets, enabling 

users to screen and prioritize risks across their business operations, supply chains, and financial 

portfolios. The WWF Place-based Impact Estimator (PIE) identifies nature-related opportunities, as 

optimal locations where investment and action on nature achieve multiple environmental and 

social objectives. Three tools united in one goal: simplifying decision-making while ultimately 

supporting both business continuity and a more sustainable future for nature and society. 

The WWF Water Risk Filter was launched in 2012, and the WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter was 

launched in 2023. As of April 2026, 28.000+ users have used the platform and assessed over 4 

million sites across their operations, value chains, and financial portfolios. The WWF Place-based 

Impact Estimator (PIE) launched in September 2026 at the occasion of New York City Climate Week. 

All tools are free-of-charge, web-based, spatially explicit for global businesses and financial 

institutions. The tools are designed for screening, prioritisation and ultimately action on risk 

hotspots across companies' own operations, supply chain sites and investment portfolios. They 

are interoperable, enabling users to upload and manage their data in a central platform to 

seamlessly assess nature-related risks & opportunities, refining analysis as they go. 

By combining sector-specific impacts and dependencies on nature with spatially explicit data on 

the State of Nature, the WWF BRF & WRF tools provide site-specific and industry activity-specific 

assessments of biodiversity- and water-related physical, regulatory deficiency and reputational 

risks (see Figure 1). The tools aim at helping companies and financial institutions better prioritise 

where and on what to focus contextual responses on as well as inform their biodiversity and water 

stewardship strategies. PIE then puts the company’s focus locations and operational requirements 

into context, identifying the best places to act on these risks or opportunities by drawing on the 

most relevant global data and leveraging WWF’s membership in the Natural Capital Alliance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://riskfilter.org/
https://riskfilter.org/water/home
https://riskfilter.org/biodiversity/home
https://riskfilter.org/biodiversity/home
https://riskfilter.org/pie/home
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Figure 1: Risk assessment are a combination of site industry activities and the state of nature at a given site 

 

The version 3.0 of the Risk Filter Suite online platform consists of four key modules: Inform, 

Explore, Assess and Optimize. Although it must be highlighted that differences exist between the 

functionalities offered by the WWF WRF & WWF BRF tools, the module structure for both tools is 

similar. It is summarized in the Figure 2 below and will be presented in further detail in the 

following sections of this document. The Optimize module is dedicated to running PIE analysis: 

identifying optimal locations to achieve combined environmental & social objectives thanks for 

personalized maps. A fifth module called “Act” is currently under development across all 3 tools. 

 

Figure 2: Modules available under the WWF BRF & WWF WRF (see next page) 

Module WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter WWF Water Risk Filter 

Inform Users can explore impacts and 

dependencies on nature across 25 

different industry sectors. Risk values are 

presented at the industry activity-level 

regardless of their location. The 

information provided in the Inform 

Module is based on insights from 

ENCORE tool.  

This module does not require login or 

company data input. 

 

N.A. 

Explore 
• Maps: users can explore various maps 

to visualize current biodiversity risks 

• Maps: users can explore various 

maps to visualize current and 

https://www.encorenature.org/en
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worldwide 

• Country Profiles: users can visualize and 

download biodiversity risk data 

aggregated at national and sub-national 

level 

This module does not require login or 

company data input. 

future water risks worldwide 

• Country Profiles: users can visualize 

and download water risk data 

aggregated at national and sub-

national level 

This module does not require login or 

company data input. 

 

Assess Users can assess scape biodiversity risks 

across direct operations, supply chains 

and portfolio investments. The term 

scape is used to refer collectively to 

landscapes, seascapes and river basins 

(freshwater systems). Scape biodiversity 

risk is informed by a company’s 

geographic locations, its industry 

activity, and the state-of-nature of 

ecosystems at each site.  

This module requires login and localized 

company data input. 

Users can assess basin water risks 

across direct operations, supply chains 

and portfolio investments. Basin water 

risk is informed by a company’s 

geographic locations, its industry 

activity, and the state-of-nature of 

freshwater resources at each site. 

In addition, users can also assess 

operational water risks using a site-

level questionnaire. Operational water 

risk is informed by how a company 

uses, manages and impacts water 

resources.  

This module requires login and 

localized company data input. 

 

Act  

(coming 

soon) 

Users will get guidance on: 

• identifying suitable actions to respond to identified risks 

• selecting sites for investment in conservation and restoration 

Login and localized company data input will be required for using this Module. 
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The WWF Risk Filter Suite provides an assessment of 25 industry activities, encompassing the full 

spectrum of corporate activity. Therefore, the WWF RFS can be used by companies from all 

industries and to a broad portfolio of investments. The 25 industry activities were defined based 

on a harmonised list of different standard industry classifications.  

The WWF RFS Industry Activity Classification1 contains an overview of all corporate activities or 

processes that are associated with each WWF Risk Filter industry activity. Additionally, a translation 

table between WWF RFS industry activities and other widely used standard industry classifications 

can be found in the WWF RFS Industry Classifications Translation Table2.  

 

The current version of the WWF Risk Filter Suite v3.0 covers physical, regulatory deficiency and 

reputational risks that might impact a company’s direct operations, supply chain sites or 

investment assets:  

• Physical risk is driven by the ways in which a business depends on nature and can be 

affected by both natural and human-induced conditions of landscapes, freshwater and 

seascapes.  

• Regulatory (deficiency) risk is linked to how nature, biodiversity and freshwater are 

governed in a jurisdiction. Regulation provides guidelines for companies to inform 

operational practices. Many companies will calibrate their operational practices to comply 

with the local standards required by law, assuming they will likely not go beyond 

compliance. Operating in jurisdictions with high regulatory deficiency risk increases the 

likelihood that a company has negative environmental impacts. This exposes companies 

to several potential consequences, including reputational damage eroding stakeholder 

trust and business value, increased exposure to liability for damages resulting from 

inadequate environmental practices, increased transaction costs as a result 

of unpredictable or inconsistent processes or enforcement, or degradation of 

the ecosystem services that a company depends on to operate.  

• Reputational risk can result from a company’s actual or perceived impacts on nature and 

people. Reputational risk represents stakeholders’ and local communities' perceptions on 

whether companies conduct business sustainably or responsibly with respect to nature, and 

can ultimately affect brand value and market share, among other factors. Reputational risk 

is influenced both by operational factors (i.e., what a company does) and basin- or scape-

based factors (i.e., the conditions of the places in which those operations occur).  

 
1 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite Industry Activity Classification Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22278357 

2 WWF (2024) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite Industry Classifications Translation Table Version 2.0’ 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13710351 
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This risk classification aligns with the CEO Water Mandate3 and the Taskforce on Nature-related 

Financial Disclosures (TNFD)4, according to which biodiversity and water risks can be classified into 

physical, transition and systemic risks. Transition risks are further divided into policy and legal 

(regulatory), market, technology and reputational risks5. 

 

Assessment units within the WWF Risk Filter Suite 

Users might face two different denominations of assessment units in the WWF Risk Filter Suite. 

In the scope of the WWF WRF, the assessment units are referred to as ‘basins’. Subsequently, 

risks that are present around a given site are called ‘basin risks’. This nomenclature comes from 

the fact that all data within the WWF WRF is standardized at the HydroBASIN Level 7 polygons – 

or ‘basin’ for short. In the scope of the WWF BRF assessment units are referred to as ‘scape’. 

Subsequently, risks that are present around a given site are called ‘scape risks’. While the WWF 

BRF also uses HydroBASIN Level 7 polygons for all terrestrial areas, the WWF BRF is also able to 

assess marine areas. For coastal areas Marine Ecoregions of the World were used, while for the 

high seas, FAO Major Fishing sub-areas were used. As ‘basins’ are not applicable in a marine 

context, the denomination in the WWF BRF was changed to land- or seascapes or ‘scape’ for 

short. Note that WWF PIE, the third tool and latest addition to the Risk Filter Suite, uses a 

different definition of assessment unit referred to as ‘scale’. Find out more in the PIE | Glossary. 

To assess the different aspects of physical, regulatory deficiency and reputational risks, the WWF 

BRF & WWF WRF follow a multi-level risk hierarchy. It breaks down the physical, regulatory 

deficiency and reputational risk into risk categories and then further into indicators and metrics, 

covering aspects of water and biodiversity that may be (or become) material for companies or 

financial institutions. The broad risk types (i.e., physical, regulatory deficiency and reputational 

risk) and the general structure ensure consistency between water- and biodiversity-related risk 

assessments and offer users a familiar approach still specific to the topics of water and 

biodiversity.  

This hierarchical framework, breaking down broad risk types into more specific risk categories, 

provides detailed insights on the aspects that cause high risks in each risk types. For example, 

biodiversity-related physical risks comprise very different aspects of biodiversity, ecosystems and 

their services. In this case, the availability of “Provisioning Services”, such as wood or fibre, can be 

investigated separately from the availability of “Regulating and Supporting Services”, such as 

pollination or soil condition. It should be noted that risk types, risk categories and indicators are 

visible in the tool, but metrics (i.e. from 80 global scientific raw datasets) are not. 

 
3 CEO Water Mandate (2014) ‘Driving Harmonization of Water-Related Terminology’ https://ceowatermandate.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/terminology.pdf 
4 TNFD ‘The Taskforce on Nature-Related Financial Disclosures’ https://tnfd.global/ 
5 TNFD (2022) ‘Discussion Paper - A Landscape Assessment of Nature-Related Data and Analytics Availability’ 

https://tnfd.global/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/TNFD_DataDiscussionPaper.pdf 

https://riskfilter.org/pie/explore/glossary


 

 

 

 
8 

The WWF Place-based Impact Estimator (PIE) as the latest addition to the Risk Filter Suite uses a 

different methodology. Learn more in the PIE Methodology Documentation6. 

 

Figure 3: WWF BRF risk hierarchy 

 

 

 

  

 
6 WWF (2026) WWF Place-based Impact Estimator Methodology Documentation version 1.0, September 2026. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22685713 

https://panda.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/4b6933ced1064e2e90563e7afd308ed6/data
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22685713
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Figure 4: WWF WRF risk hierarchy 

 

The WWF RFS provides an assessment of biodiversity and water-related risks considering industry 

activities’ dependencies on ecosystem services and impacts on biodiversity and water. Still, it is 

not a biodiversity and water footprint assessment that quantifies the negative impacts that 

company or supply chain operations might have on biodiversity and water. It is a user-oriented 

model of biodiversity and water related risks to companies and financial institutions.  

By aggregating over 80+ global scientific datasets and adjusting them based on industry 

characteristics, these tools enable users to screen and prioritise risk hotspots at a high level across 

their direct operations, value chains and investment portfolios worldwide. These risk assessment 

results allow users to identify where they should focus their efforts for deeper engagement, more 

localized analysis with more granular data, and implementation of risk reduction measures. As 

these tools are based on global datasets aggregated at a common assessment unit (e.g., 

watersheds or marine ecoregions), they are not designed for site-level decision-making - more 

granular, local data is always required to make informed decisions at the site-level. 
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For more information on limitations of the WWF RFS, please refer to the WWF BRF Methodology 

Documentation7, WWF WRF Methodology Documentation8 & PIE Methodology Documentation9. 

 

 
The current version of the WWF RFS tool consists of four key modules: Inform, Explore, Assess and 

Optimize. A last module called Act is currently being developed (see Figure 2). The following 

sections of this guide will provide detailed information on each module and instructions on how 

to use them.  

 
Since corporate activities impact biodiversity and depend on ecosystem services to different 

degrees, industry impact and dependency ratings were developed for all 25 WWF Risk Filter 

industry activities, encompassing the full spectrum of corporate activity.  

 

The Inform module in the WWF BRF 

Please note the Inform module is only relevant and therefore available for the WWF BRF. The 

reason why is that industry weights are processed differently in the WWF WRF. Explore the 

Water Risk Filter methodology further if you’d like to know more: WWF WRF Methodology 

Documentation10 

 

The industry table provides a first overview of the level of relevance of different industries to 

biodiversity-related risks covered in the WWF BRF. It helps users understand how different 

corporate activities might impact biodiversity or depend on ecosystem services to varying degrees. 

It subsequently allows users to assess highly material issues or parts of the supply chain 

representing highly impactful industry activities. 

For each of the 25 industry activities, a dependency and/or impact rating was assigned to each of 

the 32 indicators of the WWF BRF risk hierarchy, resulting in a total of 800 industry-indicator pairs. 

The rating was performed on a scale from 1 to 5: an industry value of 5 indicates a very high 

dependence or impact on the specific indicator, while an industry value of 1 indicates a very low 

dependence or impact. If an industry has no dependence or impact on a specific indicator, an 

industry value of 0 was assigned.  

For example, the WWF Risk Filter industry activities ‘Agriculture (plant products)’ has a dependency 

value of 5 for the physical risk indicator ‘Soil Condition’, indicating that agricultural plant 

 
7 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22275257 

8 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Water Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19481533 
9 WWF (2026) WWF Place-based Impact Estimator Methodology Documentation version 1.0, September 2026. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22685713 

10 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Water Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19481533 

https://panda.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/4b6933ced1064e2e90563e7afd308ed6/data
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22685713
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production heavily depends on healthy soils. It has a dependency value of 0 for the physical risk 

indicator ‘Marine Fish Availability’, as there is no direct relationship to that indicator. 

The definition of the industry ratings for the assessment of the dependencies and impact was 

based on work conducted by ENCORE (2022)11.12. The industry ratings were slightly adjusted 

following peer reviews with WWF experts, financial institutions and companies. The ratings have 

been adjusted to enable a comparison between industry activities and allow for a meaningful 

aggregation of the indicators to risk categories and types. That means that while the industry 

ratings are meaningful within the context of the WWF BRF risk assessment, they should not be 

taken out of the context of the WWF BRF. Appendix 2 in the WWF BRF Methodology 

Documentation13 contains an overview of all 800 industry-indicator pairs for the 25 industry 

activities. These can also be seen, explored and downloaded in the WWF BRF Inform Module. 

 

Global maps from the Explore module provide a first overview of the level of risk stemming from 

different aspects of biodiversity and water covered in the WWF RFS. They help users understand 

and identify biodiversity- and water- related hotspots and areas of key water and biodiversity 

importance, subsequently allowing focus of the assessment on high-risk geographies.  

State of Nature in the WWF BRF & WRF is based on more than 80 global source datasets. Each 

dataset represents an evaluation of the importance or integrity of one aspect of water or 

biodiversity integrity in an area. 

To integrate such a big number of different datasets, it is necessary to adapt the raw datasets in 

two ways:  

1. As the datasets come in vastly different spatial scales (ranging from 30x30m to country 

level) all datasets must be translated into a common spatial scale (see the WWF BRF 

Methodology Documentation14 and WWF WRF Methodology Documentation15 for more 

information).  

2. All the datasets evaluate a problem on a unique scale. For example, Air Quality data is 

provided as grids with spatial resolution of ~80 km, whereas Landslides data is measured 

at a much more granular level, as ~1 km grids. With more than 80 datasets aggregated in 

the WWF Risk Filter Suite this makes comparison extremely difficult to a) understand what 

the different values mean and b) compare different datasets without extensive, scientific 

background knowledge. This is why all datasets with their different units have been 

translated into five risk classes: a risk value of 5 indicates very high risk, while a value of 1 

indicates very low risk.  

 
11 ENCORE Partners (Global Canopy, UNEP FI, and UNEP-WCMC) (2023) ‘ENCORE: Exploring Natural Capital Opportunities, 

Risks and Exposure’ https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.34892/dz3x-y059 

12 SBTN (2020) ‘Science-Based Targets for Nature - Initial Guidance for Business’ 

https://sciencebasedtargetsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SBTN-initial-guidance-for-business.pdf 
13 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22275257 

14 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22275257 

15 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Water Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19481533 
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Figure 5: Normalising raw data 

 

An Explore module is also available in the WWF Place-based Impact Estimator (PIE). Similar to the 

WWF BRF & WRF, the module allows users to explore all data used to build an optimization case 

using an interactive map. Users can investigate different impact potential, scale, actions, and 

initiatives to see the variety of datasets to select from. Find out more about the datasets used in 

the tool in the PIE Methodology Documentation16. 

 

 

The Assess module is where you can conduct your biodiversity and water-related risk 

assessments. Please note that while you can access the Inform and Explore modules without 

creating an account, you need to create an account to access the functionalities of the BRF & WRF 

Assess modules. This ensures that you can upload your data, and it will not be accessible to other 

users. The registration process is free and easy, as described in our video tutorial. 

Once you are registered and logged in, you will have access to the Portfolio Manager. The Portfolio 

Manager is where you upload the data necessary to run a water or a biodiversity risk assessment. 

As both the Water Risk Filter and the Biodiversity Risk Filter tools are available through one central 

platform they both share a Portfolio Manager, which means you only need to enter your data once 

to automatically be able to assess your risks in both tools – making it very easy to use! More details 

can be found in the WWF RFS 'How To' Tutorial17. 

The biodiversity- and water-related dependencies and impacts are assessed both in a site- and 

industry activity-specific manner. Collecting data as to where the company’s operational and 

supply chain sites are located and which industry activity they fall into is crucial to determine risk 

values at a specific site. 

 
16 WWF (2026) WWF Place-based Impact Estimator Methodology Documentation version 1.0, September 2026. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22685713 

17 WWF (2024) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite “How to” Tutorial Version 2.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13693514 

https://panda.maps.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/4b6933ced1064e2e90563e7afd308ed6/data
https://youtu.be/yX7Ti44Pjgc?si=OEPsxkuS-_Dw_Xw7
https://youtu.be/yX7Ti44Pjgc?si=OEPsxkuS-_Dw_Xw7
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22685713
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Using the WWF RFS Assess Module to analyse biodiversity and water related risks stemming from 

companies’ operational, supply chain sites, or portfolio investments requires collecting the 

following input data: 

1. Site location for companies’ own operations, supply chain and financial assets: 

A ‘site’ is a location where corporate activities are conducted. Using the Assess Module 

requires collecting coordinates (latitude, longitude) or the exact address of the company's 

activities: whether on its own sites or activity locations throughout its supply chain. What 

constitutes a ‘portfolio’ of company sites should capture a business model in its entire 

complexity i.e. its full value chain. Precise location of the company and supply chain sites 

enables the identification of the interface of economic activity with biodiversity and water.  

This can include, for example, the extraction of resources, the manufacturing of goods 

(factories), the storage of items (warehouses), the sale of goods (retail or wholesale stores) 

or other professional activities (offices). Although both coordinates or address input are 

possible, we strongly recommend the direct input of coordinates given the higher 

accuracy. 

 

The WWF RFS provides free processing of 5,000 addresses per user. Please note that, 

beyond this number, users will be required to carry out geocoding to convert addresses 

to coordinates before uploading them into the tool (see WWF RFS Geocoding Advice for 

Companies and FIs18).  

 

2. Site activity (using WWF Risk Filter industry activity classification):  

Industry classifications group economic activities into industry groups based on similar 

production processes or products or services. To gauge business activity at each site, it is 

necessary to select the appropriate activity from a list of 25 predefined industry activities 

for the WWF RFS. Please note that sites within the same company may, and probably will, 

represent different activities. For example, manufacturing sites (e.g., wet processing units) 

of a textile company should be classified as "Textile, Apparel & Luxury Good Production"; 

however, the headquarters offices of the same textile company will be classified as "Offices 

& professional services". A guide to which production processes are associated with each 

industry activity is available in the document WWF RFS Industry Activity Classification19. 

 

We also provide a crosswalk table, which can be used to translate the WWF RFS industry 

activities to other common classifications or vice versa, and is available at WWF RFS 

Industry Classifications Translation Table20 

 

3. Site importance relative to the entire business (high, medium, low or unknown): 

The site importance describes its relative business relevance compared to the overall 

company’s site portfolio. Please note this might be a less defined piece of information, this 

input being more subjective to each company’s perspective, than to the two previous site 

information required in the Assess module. We encourage users to agree on an internal 

 
18 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite Geocoding Advice for Companies and Financial Institutions Version 3.0’ 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22278300 

19 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite Industry Activity Classification Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22278357 
20 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite Industry Activity Translation Table Version 3.0’ 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19481278 
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common approach to define site importance, making use of expert opinion and industry 

knowledge. For example a production site with 5,000 units of production per year might 

be more important than a site with only 1,000 units of production. To cite other examples 

site importance can be determined via relative financial materiality to the portfolio, distinct 

spatial characteristics, production of unique products, high importance for customer 

relationships, etc. You should select the site importance among three categories: high, 

medium, and low importance. Where it cannot be assessed, a site can be classified as 

having ‘unknown’ business importance. 

Users can manually enter the required input data into the WWF RFS tool for each site or upload 

multiple sites via a bulk upload process.  

Given some difficulties in the data collection process for some corporates and financial 

institutions, WWF and Climate & Company developed an overview of data sources that contain 

site-specific information on company operations for companies and financial institutions, which 

are presented in the following documents:  

• Guidance on Location Data21: Collecting site-specific proxy data on portfolio companies’ 

operational sites; collecting site-specific proxy supply chain data. 

 

A site's operational-related risk is based on its proprietary characteristics as a water user. To refine 

the basin risk assessment, which is purely based on common industry activity and basin 

characteristics, and to make the assessment reflect actual operational conditions at the site, the 

WWF WRF also offers an operational assessment. To learn more about the WWF WRF Operational 

risk assessment, please see our methodology document: WWF WRF Methodology 

Documentation22. 

Within the Assess section of the WWF RFS, the tab ‘Analyse Risk’ provides different visualizations 

such as maps, graphics and tables, to help interpret water and biodiversity risk assessment results. 

In addition to providing multiple user-friendly visualisations, you can also download the full results 

with detailed risk values from both the WWF BRF and WWF WRF assessments.  

If you need help interpreting the results of the risk assessments, please check our interpretation 

guidance: WWF BRF Interpretation Guidance23 and WWF WRF Interpretation Guidance24.  

If you are interested in expert support in assessing your biodiversity and water-related risks, you 

can enquire about corporate stewardship partnerships with our local WWF offices by contacting 

us at riskfilter@wwf.de.  

 
21 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Risk Filter Suite Guidance on Location Data Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22278416 

22 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Water Risk Filter Methodology Documentation Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.19481533 

23 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter Interpretation Guidance Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22275302 

24 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Water Risk Filter Interpretation Guidance Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22278104 

mailto:riskfilter@wwf.de
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The Optimize module is only available for the WWF Place-based Impact Estimator (PIE). PIE 

complements the WWF BRF & WWF WRF to move organizations from risk screening and prioritization 

to action. Each ‘optimization run’ in PIE results in personalized maps for businesses to achieve 

combined environmental & social objectives: restore landscapes, store carbon, halt species loss and 

avoid conflict with agriculture.  

In the Optimize module user define parameters such as the optimization type, geographic focus, scale, 

and any other optional parameters to carry out an optimization run. Based on the selected criteria, PIE 

will compute the optimal areas using the selected inputs. This ‘optimization run’ will produce an 

interactive map that showcases results. All areas that match the user defined scale and geographic 

focus are given a result between 0% and 100%, where 100% represents the most optimal area(s). Areas 

with 0% are hidden in maps to simplify the output. Users may explore and download this information 

to assist in decision-making. Find out more about this module in the PIE Interpretation Guidance25. 

 

The Act section in the WWF RFS online tool aims to be a dedicated and comprehensive module to 

guide users into concrete actions. This module is currently under development and aims to be 

made available in 2027. WWF will inform all registered users, subscribed to our mailing list once it 

is released. 

The Act module will provide users with recommended actions to address their identified water 

and biodiversity risks with industry activity-specific recommendations for 5 industry activities: 

Agriculture, Mining, Textile, Food & Beverage, Paper and Forest Product Production, and Fishing & 

Aquaculture. While it is important to take contextually appropriate response actions to respond 

to current water and biodiversity risk of sites, water and biodiversity strategies should also seek 

to build future water and biodiversity-related resilience. Setting targets is for example a key 

element in driving the delivery of water and biodiversity strategies for responding to water and 

biodiversity risks. Find out more about how to act on Water risks and Biodiversity risks in the last 

chapter of the WWF BRF Interpretation Guidance26 and WWF WRF Interpretation Guidance27.  

If you are interested in expert support from WWF on developing and implementing stewardship 

strategies and contextual or Science-based targets, please us contact at riskfilter@wwf.de. 

 

 

 
25 WWF (2026) WWF Place-based Impact Estimator Interpretation Guidance version 1.0, September 2026. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22686417 

26 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Biodiversity Risk Filter Interpretation Guidance Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22275302 
27 WWF (2026) ‘WWF Water Risk Filter Interpretation Guidance Version 3.0’ https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22278104 

mailto:riskfilter@wwf.de?subject=Feedback%20from%20the%20WRF%20methodology%20doc
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.22686417
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